 Sricg A Few | 
Neceſſary Queſtions & Cor cluſions 
' forthe preſent Pariſh-Teachers of 


j &c. 


Deeply to Ponder and Anſwer in God's Fear; 
% for the Good of gheir own and the Peoples 
| Souls that are undex them; for the 
| | Lord is ariſen to tall all things 
M ek V  into- Judgment. 


I» VV eter any can be ſaid to betrue Goſpels: 
Miniflers, who are nor ſent of Chriſt, as « 
_ Chriſt ws ſent ofthe Father, ſecing Chriſt ſaid, Az* *** 
my Father path ſent me, even fo ſend1 yew ; for all Power @ ,  * 
fiveFinr in Heaven and Exrth? Joh, 20.21, & 17-18. ./ 
at. 28, I 8. . 
<7 2. Whether any can be juſtly blamed for not hears, 
ing or u olding ſuch as arenot thus ſent of Chrifh 
ſecing ing Chriſt faid, My Sheep hear my Voice and 4 Stran-. 
-* ger they will not follow, fo ty know not the Voice of & 
- SIFanzey , 10+. 1 JO . 
& ad. Joh J a” ' VVhe: 
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for che preſent Pariſh-Teachers of A 
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7 Deeply to Ponder and Anſwer in God's Fear; 
1% for the Good of their own and the ; 

nx Souls that are undex them z forthe . 
| | Lord is ariſca to call all things } 
*M into- Judgment. 3 


= 
kg a; WW fieter any can be ſaid to betrue Goſpels E 
b Miniſters, who are nor ſent of Chriſt, as. +/+ 5 
J Chriſt was ſent of the Father, ſecing Chriſt ſaid, A#* © _* - 
ny m1 Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend] you ; for all Power « | 
gives me in Heaven and Exrth? Joh, 20.21, & 17-18. 
i "Mat. 28. 18. 
| 
l 


2. Whether any can be juſtly blamed for not hears, 
ing or upholding ſuch as are not thus ſent of Chriſh 
org Chriſt faid, Ay Sheep hear my Voice and 4 Stran- 

-” ger they will nat follow, for thty know net the Voice of & 


S8r ' oh. 
"rar, Joh. 10. 1 ] " +. VVhe- 
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3- Whether it be not the greateſt Preſumption for 
any, upon what Pretence ſoever, totake upon them 
ro be Embaſſadors for Chrift (the great King) who 
were never authorized or commithonated thereto by 
Chriſt, as aforeſaid, it being his proper Right to ſend 
forth his own Labourers ? 

4. Whether any who are notthus ſent of Chriſt, 
as Chriſt was ſent of the Father, can protit the Peo- 
. pleatall, though they have never ſo much Authori- 

- ty from Man, or be furniſhed with never ſo much O- 
Tatory, or Wiſdom of Words, or Excellency of 
Speech, according to Man, ſeeing the Scripture te- 
ſifieth, The world by Wiſdom knew net God? 1 Cor. 1. 

And if any ſhould ſay, How was Chrift ſent, or can 
any be ſext now a5 Chriſt was ſent? 1 anſwer, Chritt 
was ſentin the Wiſdom, Power and Spirit of the 
endleſs Love and Life of the Father, to preach the 
Kingdom of God, and theeverlaſting Goſpel there- 
of, as it's ſaid, Luke 4. 18, The Spirit of the Lord i up- 
on me, for he hath anointed me topreach the Goſpel to the 
poor,s, and fo were the true Miniſters formerly ſent 
of Chriſt, L»ke the laſt 49. Als 26. 16,197. As 20, 
28. Joh. 16.13,14, 15. 2 Cor. 3.5,6. Andas in all 
former Ages all the true Meſlengers and Miniſters of 
God and Chrift were ſent in the VViſdom, Power 


and Spirit of God and Chriſt, and thereby direQed 


and guided in their Work, both when, to whom and 
what to ſpeak, Fer. 17. &c. Ex. 3.10. &c. Ames 7, 
14.16. As 10.19, 20, Afts8. 26, 27,29. 1Cor, 2. 
112,13. Gal. 2.7,8. Even ſoare Chriſt's true Meſ- 
ſengers and Miniſters ſent now, and alwaycs muſt be 

" 
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(3) I 
becauſe withoutChriſt they can do nothing, Fob. 5.5. 
and becauſe no Man knows the Things of God. 
but the Spirit of God; and therefore without that 
Spirir it muſt needs be impoſſible. for any, either 
rightly to know or miniſter the Things of Gcd, x 
Cor. 2.7. &c. and fo faith Chriſt, 7 am with you (not 


= but all my Servants) Feh. 17. 20, 21, 22. (not 


ratine only, but alwayes) even to the End of the 
world, Mat, 28. 20. And therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, 
How can they preach, except they. be ſent (to wit, as 
Chriſt was, Luke 4 18." as is plain by the Apoftle's 

plying that in _ to Chriſt's Miniſters, which 
the Prophet ſpeaks in the ſingular number of Chriſt, 
Rom.10.15. compared with 1ſa.52.7. Again, Chriſt 
was ſanQtified and ſent, fo are alfo his Meſſengers and 
Miniſters ſanQtified,8& ſent as Lambs among Wolves, 
Fob. 17. 16, 177,18, 19. &c. 1ſ4,'6, 7,8. Let no un- 
ſanctified man here ſhelter himſelfunder Judas, who 
was only for the turn of fulfilling the Scripturenum- 
bred among the twelve, but not at all. for a Pattern 
of true Goſpe]-Miniſters, Again, Chriſt came nor 
to do his own Will, but the Will of him that ſent 
him and (o it ts with every one that Chriſt ſends, 
and who abide in his Doctrinez and as Chriſt endu- 
red theContradiction of Sinners againſt himſcIf with 
all Patience, even ſo do all he ſends, and who abide 
in his Doctrine, not avenging themſelves, but com- 
mittingtheir Cauſe to God, who is the Avenger of 
all-Wrongs done to his Servants: Alto ſeeing Chriſt 
ſaid,The Tree « knows by its Fruits,and by their Fruits 
ye may knoiy ſuch as come to.you in Sheeps Choath-. 

ing 


| | ey © » 
ing, butarc inwardly ravening VVolves, Mat.7.15, 
Thereforeis is further asked ot you, 

1. V Vhether ſuch as love to be called of men Me- 
fer, which Chrift forbad, Adar.23.10,11,12. Or 
ſcek and affect other Titles of worldly Honour, and 


to be grear, and to exerciſe Lord(hip ia the Earth, like - 


the Gentiles, do not plainly manifeſt themſelves to be 
ſuch as'Chriſt is not with, ſeeing he (aid to his, 1# ſbal 
wot be ſo anon; ft you, Mark 10. 24. &c, And how can 
they believe (faith Chriſt) who receive Howonr one of 
another, ani ſeek not that Honour which comes from Goa, 
only ? Toh. 5. 44. 

2. Whether ſuch as make Merchandize of their 
Words, evea {elling them as it were for Money, by 


agrecing with the People for ſo much a Year, to ſettle 


at a Placofor preaching, &c. and yet will not ſettle 
at a Place as Teackers, but where they know before- 
hand ſo much Hire or certain yearly Maintenance 
provided for them, ſeconded with the worldly Pow- 
er, to compel People to pay it them, or by Force to 
take it from them, whether they will or no? Iay, 
15 not this a manifeſt Token that ſuch Miniſters are 
not ſent of Chriſt,ſceing ke ſaid to his, Freely ye heve 
received freely give ; and the Apoſtle ſaid ve ſeek wot 
yours, but you? but if youſay, the ſame Apoſtle alſo 
faid, 1f we heave minifoed fo you ſpiritual Things, is it 
« great Matter if we partake of yu carnal Things? 

3- TkenTquery (to let paſs the Queſtion here con- 
cerning what you miniſter, whether it is ſpiritual or 
earnal) whether ever the Apoſtle or any true Mini- 
Ker of God and Chrift, ei ——— 
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—— 


>... k Kit tas 
—  __ 


— rc — — U —C yy 
COT Oey, nnmnneeo_—_— 


w OT TOTO OO ND WOT EIT "oo —_ . | 


tc it, 
. 


— a 


_ eighty or one Hundred Pounds a Year, but ſeek af- 


are not out of Meaſure covetous, and fo palpably out \ 
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ſpel did ever uſe any other Means for that they had al- 
lowed them of God, but the Power of the VYord 
only? Or did ever the Apoftle,'or any Miniſter of 
Chriſt receive, much leſs compel by worldly Force, 
any Maintenance for preaching from ſuch as denyed 
them to be true Midiſters ? And (o ſuch 'now as not 
only compel Wages from their own Hearers, but c- 
ven from ſuch as they do no Work for,do plainly ma- 
nifeſt by their Fruits that they have run,& God never 
ſent them, and are fo far from being Succeſlors of the 
Apoſtles in their ſpiritual and heavenly Miniſtry, as 
that they merit to be accounted of theKind #014 Es 
Sons, who by their Doings. cauſed the Offerings of 
the Lord to be abhorred, 1 $4.2 from ver.12.to 18, 

4. Whether fuch as cannot content themſelves 
with the In-comes of one Pariſh, though it be ſixty, 


ter one or more Pariſhes orPlaces of Revenue beſides. .J 


of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and ſo Idolaters, ſecing the 
Apoftle ſaich, Coverouſneſs is 1dolatry? Ephel.s. 5. 
5. Whether did ever any Minifter of Chriſt's ſend- 
ing preach up the Tenth of Peoples Labour, or En- 
creaſe of the Earth and earthly things, as a ſtanding 
Goſpel-maintenance for his Minifters,ſecing theApo- ' 
ſtles VVritiogs are wholely filent in the thing? And 
now if any of you.in your high Mindsthink much or 
ſtrange to be queſtion'd concerning thele things, 
ſuch-may know' that theſe are the latter Dayes, 
ſpoken'df by Feremiah, Chap.23-20,21. wherein God 
hathdone and is doing greas things for his Pcople , 
| | And 
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And in the latter Dayes CES fn ct ww - 

all confader perfeiily of the pouring forth of Goa 5 Wrath 
pe formed wed the {ale Prophets ” T 9:1) pics 
have run, and God never ſent them, as alſo throughout 
that whole 23d Chapter of Feremiah is. to be ſeen: 
alſo concerning the falſe Prophets and Teachers you 
may read Fohn 10.1. Iſa.56.9.0c. Ezet.34.1.Mic3. 


2 Pet.z. With divers other Scriptures, which ſpeak of 
the falſe Prophets and Teachers,alſo of the truc ones; 


from all which thele few (amongſt many plain & ne- 
ceſſary Concluſions)tollowing may be gathered viz. 
1. The true Propher,Meſlcenger or Teacher is (ent 


of God (as before) in the Power and Spirit of God, 


with the living VYord of God, which is as a Ham- 
merand a Fire, to break the hard Hearts in ſunder, 


and to burn up the Chaft and Droſs in the Minds of 


diſobedient People, who know God's VVill, but,dp 
itnot, but hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. * 
The falſe Prophet or Teacher ,be runs in his own will, 
& having ftoll'n the word from his Neighbour, uſeth his 
Tongee to ſaythe Lird ſaith when the Lord never ſent him, 


& ſo with yoed woras & fair Speeches decetves the Hearts | 


of the unwary Hearers, making glad the Hearts of Hypo- 
erites,& crying Peace when the Lord hath not ſpoken it. 
2. The true Prophet, Teacher or Minifter,as he hath 
received freely, to he miniſters freely ; but the falſe 
Teacher, as he runs in his own VYill, ſo he minifters 
for a Self-End,and if People put into his Month, he cryes 
Peace.but if otherwiſe he preparesWaragainſt ther. cout 
of his corrupt Heart cryes,Give, can never have enough. 
3, The true Miniſter hath a Mouth alwayes open 
for God, and againſt Sin and Evil inevery Appea- 
Tagce of it, without Reſpect of Perſons, and like a 


true 


” 
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true Watcher gives notice of the Wolf's Approach; 


and doth not flee when the Wolf comes, but oppoſes 
him ia the Loſs of-all, becauſe Chriſt's Sheep are 
dear to him: But the Hireling fleeth , 'becauſe 
he is a Hireling, and carethinot for the Sheep; and 
as concerning Sin, it may live in People forever for 
him, for he cannot bark againſt Sin, heis ſo full of it 
himſelf, for how can he thatis an unclean,covetous, 
proud Per!on himſelf (with a Face) ſtand againft 
ſuch S1ns in others; nay, nay, the barking of ſuch 
muſt needs be ag1inſt (uch as do from the Heart de- 
part from Iniq ity, and fo (eparate from ſuch as live 
1a it, according to the Call of the Lord. 

4. The true Prophet, Miniſter or Teacher fights 
the go0d-Fight of Faith, and his Weapons are ſpiri- 
tual, and not carnal, and fo he fights not with Fleſh 
and'Blood, to deſtroy Mens Perſons, Liberties or E- 
ftates, but his War is with the wicked Devil (the 
Power of Darkneſs in men) that ſeparates mens 
minds, Hearts and Souls from God, hw brings them 
into Sin's Captivity,and (o under Gad's \Wrath z and 
ſo the true Minifter's Work 15 to preach People out of 
that woful Condicivn into the Libzrty of the Sons of. 
God : Bur the falſe Teacher or Miniſter hi. Weapons 
are carnal, and he runs to the worldly Powers to 
help him againft ſuch as oppoſe kis evil DoQtrine and 
Practice, crying, Mer of England, &s. h-1p, as tle 
Jews cryed out againſt Paul, Men of Iirael help, and 
{0 matter not though they weary the Magiſtrate,and 
ſet all the World in an Uproar, to keep themſelves 
up in their high Places of Deceit, and fo prove the: 
greateſt Encmics againſt God's Truth and his Ser- 
vants of all other,as is abundantly to be ſeen in Scrip- 
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ture, concerning the Priefts and their Confederates, 
who periecuted Chrift co Death, ' and MPI 
his Followers, becauſe of their holy Teſtimony for 
God againſt their Soul-deftroying Wayes. 

5. -The,true' Meſſengers and] Miniſters of Jeſus. 
Chrift, as they are powerfully ſeat of God, ſo they 
work effectually for God, for the edifying of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, and perfecting of his People ia Holi- 
neſs to God : Bur the falle Teacher, as he hath run; 
without God, 1{o his Work is for ftrengthning that 
Part in man-..(to wit, the Serpents Wiſdom) which: 
is againſt God; and wars againſt the Simplicity of. 
Chrift and Good of the Soul in all; and fo they be- 
ing themſelves out of that heavenly Power which 
perfects the Soul to God, and gives it. perfect Victo- 
ry over all Sin, they cry, No Perfedtion here, nopger- 
ef Vittory over Sin on this Side the Grave z, and ſo they 


lead about a Peeple laden with Sin and Luſt. filly,as Woman 
in the Tranſgreſſion, ever m—_ and never able by 


their Means to come to the Knowledge of the Truth it ſelf, 
which ſets the Soul free from all Sin, fr how ſhould 
People ever come ro the Knowledge of the Truth by 
following ſuch Teachers as are out of the Truth , for 
if the Blind lead the Blind, muſt they not both f all into the 
Ditch ? | 
Alſo ſeeing you profels the Scripture,; and not «x-. 
written Traditions to be your Rule, and would have 
ple to believe, that what you do is according to Scrip- 
twre.therefore it s demanded in a fewWords further, 
1. What Scripture have you for your Sprinkling of 
Infants, and Signing them with the Sign of the Croſs s 
Jp”, 14 an 
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and tell people, That thereby they are made Memes 
bers of Chrift, Children of kh and Inheritors of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, when in your own Catechiſm, in 
Contradiction to your practice you teach, That Chil- 
dren byReaſon of ects tofomcy er tender Tears then cannot. 
perform the Requeſts of Baptiſm, to wit, Faith and Re- 
Mane: ; 
2+ And what Scripture have you for your Sureties. 
(fo called) which you moſt unſcripturally call the 
| Childrens God-fathers and God-mothers, which you 
2 gyrus to make up the Defe& in the Infants, by and 
or putting theſe Pretended Sureties upon ſuch bold 
Undertakings and unadviſed Promiſings of that for 
the Child which they never yet did for themſelves, 
nor indeed have Faith to believe that ſo great Works. 
can be done in any upon Earth, to wit, 70 ferſake the 
Devil and all hs works, &c. ſeeing that ſuch generally 
hold, That nene can ['ve without Sin, Is not Sin the 
Devil's Work? yea, yea; and is there any Underta- 
ker for man to God-ward.but Chriſt ? and was there 
ever any Surety betwixt God and Man,bur Chriſt on- 
ly, who ſaith; without me ye can do nethin;? {0 then 
this evil Cuſtom of your undertaking being deroga- 
parory to the Honour of Chriſt,who can ſay t1at God 
ath required itat your Hands? but if you will yet 
plead for it, ſhew us your Scripture for it, if you 
would be eſteemed to act as Proteſtauts,and not as Pa- 
-- piffs,and to own Scripture above mensInventions and 
Traditions. 
3. Alſo what Scripture have you for your Surplice, 
Canonical Coats, Typpets, Oc. and for wearing Black 
| Ta- 
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rather then other Colours, — the Apoſtle blamed 
ſuch as placed Religion in Dayes, Meats, and the like ; 

{ſurely he would not agre with ſuch as place their Re- 
ligion ia Garments and Colours; bleſled be the Lord 
whoſe Day is dawned, which makes all things mani- 
feſt,and none will hate the Light of it butEvil-doers, 

4- And what Scripture have you for your Tythes, 
. Eafter-reckonings, Mortuaries,and the like, now under 
ithe Goſpel, and for your Laws, which youcall ſpi- 
ritual, to compel the People toipay you them, ſeei 
'Chriſt is come, the End of that Levitical Prieſthood, 
under which Tythes were payable by a Law ? 

5. What Scripture have you, who profefs your 
ſelves to be Chriſtians for your Swearing, (wearing in 
your Courts, (lo called) ſwearing in your Spiritual 

Courts,({ocalled)? the poor people called/Churoh-wer- 
dens groan under the Burden of\this evil Cuſtom 
O this is far from following Chriſt, who ſaid and 
faith unto his, Sweer wot af af; but you aregrowan to 
that paſs, that you cannot truſt one another without 
Swearing, no-not in your Church-matters ; is not 
this a Fruit of Apoſtacy, and departing from that an- 
-cient Faith which was once delivered-to 'the Saints ? 

6. And what Scripture have you for giving Da- 
vid's Prayers, Prophecyings, Roarings, Quakings, 
Tremblings and Confeflions in Rhyme and Meeter to 
the VVorld to fing, who are of another Spirit then 
David was, and fo utterly unacquainted with Dawid's 
Conditions; and ſoinſtead of ſinging with theSpirit 

snd Underſtanding, as the ancient Chriſtians did, you 
ſing in a Form without the Power, thereby not ho- 
nouring 
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nouring, but rather diſhonuuring the Lord, who is; 
a Spirit, and will be-worſhipped in Spirit and Truth? » 4 
7. And what Scripture have you for teaching Pco+ 2 
ple to worſhip one another, and for your King in Mar- 
riage, where you teach them to ſay (with this Ring I 
thee wed, and with my Body I thee werſbip) Is not. God. 

? alone to be worſhipped { how then are ſuch to be ac- 

counted Chriſtian Miniſters, who abide not in his 


| DoGrine? 2 John g. 


> Andlaftly ſecing you pretend to be Chriſt's Miniſters, and ' 
ſo God's Free men, I ask you the'e few plain Queſtions fur. 
} * ther, Gal, Fy {1 VIL, : 
| 1, Why do you limit your ſclves, or ſuffer others to limit 
yours fuch and ſuch Forms of Words, and Geſtures, and Ap- 
parel, as is in Ufe amongft Jo in all your Services? is it from 
| any Excellency you ſee in thoſe Words or Forms more then in 
| any other ? or is it becauſe you are ſo weak of Judgment, or 
| brittle of Memory, as that you can do little without Book ? or 
| is it not rather ſor filthy Lucre ſake you are willing to beo ty'd, 
© becauſe you know that without Conformity tothe Wills of the - 
; great Ones in this Matter, you can get no Power to compel 
Peoples earthly things from them? O what will not the Love 
of Money compel covetous minded Peeplc unto! 2 Tim, 6. 
| 10, It. | 
| 2. Whatis it that _ you go to the Biſhop, rather then 
any other Man or Men: for Ordination ? (as yow call it) Is'ir 
| becauſe you know or believe that he is more h6ly then any 0- 
| ther ? or hath more Power to confer any ſpiritual Gift upon you 
| by Impofition of his Hands more then any other ? If-you (ay, . 
þ he hath, where had he it ? and wherein doth it app-ar? - or is - 
| it not rather that you go now to the- Biſhop for Ordinatien, as 
| u or your Brethren went formerly ro the Claſſical Precbyrery 
| (fo called) in Olsver's time, becauſe this is the Way now,as the - 
; 
; 
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other was formerly;toimpower you to come intoPariſhes, & bz 
their 
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; \their Teachers, and command their earthly things from them 
by Force, whether you do any ſpiritual Work for them or no ? 
yea, from ſuch as in the Lord's Light ſee you to be no Miniſters 
of the Spirit, and therefore not able to miniſter ſpiritual things 
F | and therefore deny you : Oh that ever ſuch a thing ſhould be 
of among ſuch as profeſs to be Goſpel Miniſters. 
Þ 3. Whether do you believe that all things in the Church 
4 ought to be done and ſpoken in the alone Power an1 Spirit of 
'the Lord Jeſus? andif ſo, then how can you expett but that 
God will overturn, overturn all Things, wntil be (to wit, the 
Lord Feſus Chrift, to whom al Power m Heaven and Earth it 
me ae to rule in alland over all,to whom of Right it bulongs: 
So be it, | 
And what is the Cauſe that you are ſodark in your Minds, as , 

concerning the Myſtery of Chriſt's Kingdom, and the (pirity- 
al ſaving Power thereof, if it be not that mentioned in the 2 pc 
Chapter of Adicah's Prophecy, verſe 5,6,7. where its writtcny : 

Thu ſaith the Lord concerning the Prophets that make my Peopic © 

err, that bite with their Teeth;and cry Peace, and be that putteth. 

not into thetr Moutherythey even prepare War againſt him, there-. 

fore Might = be anto you, that you ſhall not have a Viſion, and . 

it ſhall be dark nnto you, that you ſhall not divine, and the Sun, .. 
ſhall go down over the Prophets, and the Day ſhafl- be dark, ever. 

them; then ſhall the Seer the aſhamed, and the Diviners be con? 
founded ; yea, they ſhall all ever their Lips, for there 14 no Ane,| 

[wer of God. ; i ; 

So be not proud, for the Lord hath ſpoken, but {ce in the | 

. Dread and Fear ofGod how you can acquit your ſelves from jhe _ ; 
Charge againſt falſe Prophets and Teachers mentioned. in this 

Paper, and more abundantly in the Scriptures z for if you be, 
fownd in their Sins, how can ye eſcape their Plagutsy Rev. 184. 

For Wo will be to them that ſeth deep to hide thesr Counſel frgn the. _ 
Lord, «nd their Work are in the dark, and they ſay, who Jeeth 
*4, and whe knoweth ws ;, ſee Iſa, 29. from ver, 10.to ver. 16, 
Read,and conſider,and be wiſe for your Souls, Tay 


From one who trevails for the Prof- 


perity of S10n, Tho, Taylor, 
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